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This article critically examines the official misrecognition of Mapuche experiences of
violence during Augusto Pinochet’s dictatorship (1973–1990) in state-sponsored truth
commissions in Chile. We examine official post-dictatorial truth commission politics,
narratives and procedures, analyzing how they envisioned the Mapuche as a political
(absent) subject and how specific and homogenizing notions of victimhood were pro-
duced. We draw attention to three forms of cultural response by the Mapuche toward
the official practices of the truth commissions from a bottom-up perspective: indiffer-
ence, ambivalence and cultural resistance. We then draw attention to unofficial initia-
tives by nongovernmental organizations (NGOs) and grassroots groups that have
aimed to tackle this gap in the transitional justice mechanisms by creating oppositional
knowledge. We see in these counter initiatives a valuable knowledge that could allow
the creation of bridges between Mapuche communities, mechanisms of transitional
justice, grassroots and NGO activism and the Chilean state.
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1 This research was funded by the Center for Social Conflict and Cohesion Studies (CONICYT/

FONDAP/15130009). The first and third authors also received support through postdoctoral research
grants from FONDECYT (CONICYT/FONDECYT/POSDOCTORADO/3160565 and CONICYT/
FONDECYT/POSDOCTORADO/3160352).

VC The Author(s) (2018). Published by Oxford University Press. All rights reserved.
For permissions, please email journals.permissions@oup.com

� 479

International Journal of Transitional Justice, 2018, 12, 479–498
doi: 10.1093/ijtj/ijy025
Article

D
ow

nloaded from
 https://academ

ic.oup.com
/ijtj/article-abstract/12/3/479/5146421 by Pontificia U

niversidad C
atolica de C

hile user on 20 M
arch 2019

https://academic.oup.com/

